Concrete homes
generate buzz

Jennifer Campbell looks into why people
are willing to pay more for this material.

hoenix Homes Inc. is

bringing a traditionally

custom concept into tract
housing. The builder is the first
in Ottawa to offer concrete as a
material option for any of its
homes.

The homes will cost signifi-
cantly more than those built
with wood, but concrete’s ad-
vantage is over the long term: It
boasts of lower energy bills, a
healthier living environment,
fewer design restrictions and
more durability. Concrete con-
struction is even touted as a
taol to help Canada meet its
Kyoto commitment by reduc-
ing emissions.
© While it's a niche market ap-
pealing particularly to Euro-

an customers who are famil-
1ar with the concept, the
builder hopes it will generate
some buzz.

“We, as a builder, are always

looking for a new twist or niche
in the marketplace,” said John
Montpetit, sales and marketing
manager for Phoenix. *Andina
lot of cases, it's not the number
of houses we sell, but rather the
exposure that it gives us. The
conerete model will bring peo-
ple to the Phoenix sales centre
because it’s new and different.
And that gives us the appear-
ance of being a different kind of
builder” :

Tapping this niche, which
adds an estimated $75,000 to
the final tab, will not change
the way Phoenix operates.

“If we do 10 concrete homes s
year, that would be our quota,”
Mr. Montpetit said. “It's consid-
erably more expensive thana
conventional house, and it ap-
peals to a clientele looking for
quality and higher specs”™

See CONCRETE onpage I4
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Like the stunning Stratford mode! in Stittsville’s Deer Run, Phoenix
Homes will build any of Its homes using concrete. The homes will
cost significantly more than those built with wood, but concrete's

advantage is over the long term,

Sturdy silence

The Barr family’s conerete house is making the
teen years bearable, Jennifer Campbell finds.

on and Debbie Bary

guinesa pigs of the high-

> tech home world, are fi-

nally getting settled in their

brand new, ultra-smart con-
crete home.

Set on the far corner of a sub-
urban Stittsville street, it's
amazing how hush-hush the in-
side of the home seems. Subur-
ban sounds of lawnmowers,
motoreycles and the occasional
ambulance are muffled by the
strong walls, hidden well be-
neath the covering drywall that
makes the home look like its
modern wood counterparts.

“It's quiet,” says Mr. Barr, who
waorks from home as a software

support engineer for IBM,
“When the crew came with the
supplies for the swimming
pool, Ididn't even hear them”

The big difference for the
Barrs, though, is the inside
noise, which is kept to a mini-
mum. The couple have seven
computers, four DVD players
and two hulking teenage boys,
Matt, 14 and Alex,16.

As their mother, a veterinar-
ian who works for the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency, pt ts
it: “Our teenagers aren't small,
and when they move, you can
hear them.”

See STURDY on page X4
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The concrete, while it limited the Barrs’ ability to change their mind mid-process,
gave them greater flexibility for the wall structures. *~

Sturdy: ‘Neighbours have
staked out our home,
in case of a tornado’

Continued frompage It

Indeed, they're so lumbering, they
were super-charging light bulbs in
the kitchen of their modest, “tempo-
rary” townhouse, when they were on
the upper floors, Wood constructs
squeak and bounce at the best of
times, but the concrete home, built
by Phoenix Homes Inc., has concrete
floors as well as walls and they do
not move. Jumping on them is like
jumping on the Queensway — there's
simply no noise, no satisfaction.

Though the Barrs’ concrete home
was supposed to be ready by June
2001, more than a year after they first
saw Phoenix's clever Millennium
House in Kanata and the builder's
plans for a new Stittsville community
called Deer Run, they didn’t move in
until this April. Because it was the
first live-in concrete home Phoenix
had built, construction of the 2,750-
square-foot monster, with an extra
1,000 square feet in the basement,
took a little bit longer.

The family originally decided to
move because they wanted a bigger
house and more back yard room fora
bigger, in-ground swimming pool.
They were looking at traditional
plans with many upgrades, including
nine-foot ceilings in the basement,
quieter floors and a finished base-
ment.

The extra cost of those upgrades,
they estimate, would have totalled
about $15,000 and, in paying an esti-
mated $75,000 extra for the concrete
construction each of their desired
upgrades were standard in the con-
crete plan. The nine-foot basement
ceilings, for example, must be higher
. than normal because the wiring is
snaked through dead air space be-
tween the floors. The radiant heating

system is also powered through the
floors and, because of the stabilizing
effect of the concrete, it promises to
slash energy bills.

Aside from the compact heating
panels, hidden away in the basement
and laundry nook on the top floor,
the home looks entirely convention-
al. But the concrete, while it limited
their ability to change their mind
mid-process (it's a real chore to
change even the location of an outlet
after the concrete is poured and set
between pre-made insulating forms),
gave them greater flexibility for the
wall structures, Each of their stair-
ways is open and inviting. One
curves through the front foyer and
up to the second floor, the other
curves down to the basement.

“For some reason, it reminds me of
the Museurn of Civilization,” Debbie
Barr said.

Their kitchen and family room are
wide open with no support beams
chopping up the rooms. The base-
ment family room has but one. The
flexibility also allowed them to open
up the master bedroom into what
would be the fourth bedroom up-
stairs. Alex wanted his room in the
basement, so they installed french
doors from a smaller room, where
their bed is, to the plans’ master bed-
room, which they'll use as a home-
based spa, with exercise machines
and relaxing nooks. The two-sided
fireplace is ensconced in the wall be-
tween the rooms.

Indeed, the home has three fire-
places, one on each floon

“After the ice storm, we learned
our lesson,” Ms. Barr said with a
laugh.

“And many of our neighbours have
staked out our home, in case of a tor-
nado.”




